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A 2014 Caldecott Honor Book Follow a girl on an elaborate flight of fancy in a wondrously illustrated,

wordless picture book about self-determination â€” and unexpected friendship.A lonely girl draws a

magic door on her bedroom wall and through it escapes into a world where wonder, adventure, and

danger abound. Red marker in hand, she creates a boat, a balloon, and a flying carpet that carry

her on a spectacular journey toward an uncertain destiny. When she is captured by a sinister

emperor, only an act of tremendous courage and kindness can set her free. Can it also lead her

home and to her heartâ€™s desire? With supple line, luminous color, and nimble flights of fancy,

author-illustrator Aaron Becker launches an ordinary child on an extraordinary journey toward her

greatest and most exciting adventure of all.
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Iâ€™ve encountered something new and exciting at this late stage of the game. For years Iâ€™ve

been reviewing picture books written for children. Working with them on almost a day-to-day basis

as a children's librarian, I did not doubt that my experience helped me to separate out the wheat

from the chaff (so to speak). Then I had my own kiddo and together we were able to plumb the

depths of the board book genre. Now the small child has grown quite fond of picture books, so

together weâ€™ve explored books that would be within her age range and those that are, perhaps,



a tiny bit of a stretch. I will tell you right now that â€œJourneyâ€• by Aaron Becker is not intended for

the toddler crowd. Not necessarily. With its fine attention to detail and jaw-dropping storyline, Becker

has created a modern day classic in the midst of an overpopulated genre. That said, do not hesitate

to introduce this book to any and all kiddos you have at hand. Give it to your teenagers. Give it to

your ankle biters. The more people that sit down and take in the pages of the book, the better off the

whole of humanity will be. For my part, Iâ€™m just delighted that repeated one-on-one readings of

books like this one yield all sorts of additional information and details that will help my reviewing.

Thereâ€™s a lot to be said for this whole parenting thing, eh?A girl is bored. Bored bored bored

bored bored. With her mom cooking and yakking on the phone, her dad glued to his computer and

her older sister consumed by some kind of electronic handheld device, thereâ€™s no one to play

with. But when the girlâ€™s cat reveals itself to have been sitting on a bright red writing implement

(is it a marker, a crayon, or chalk?), she knows immediately what to do.
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